Friday, January 31, 2003
Genesis 41:41 – 57
After thirteen years of slavery, Joseph was suddenly catapulted to a position second only to Pharaoh. The signet ring that he received was used to sign important documents.  He was given an Egyptian name which meant, according to some experts, “sustainer of life”. His Egyptian wife’s name meant “she belongs to Neith” (a goddess of the Egyptians). On was not a god, but the city in which the priest Potiphera served. On was another name for Heliopolis. Neither name is very familiar to most of us, but it is a city well known to archaeologists. You may have seen a large obelisk in New York City described as one of “Cleopatra’s Needles”. It was found in Heliopolis, and if you have looked at pictures of the King Tut treasures, a fan included in the collection has an inscription saying that he hunted near the city.
If Joseph was so faithful to God, why did he marry a pagan woman? The answer probably lies in Joseph’s unique situation. Pharaoh had the power of life and death and he was the one that gave Joseph a wife. For Joseph to refuse her might have been a great insult. 
It would be interesting to know more about Asenath. Pharaoh chose her in order to greatly honor Joseph so she must have been special; God blessed Joseph with two sons through her; it is not recorded that Joseph ever married a wife from his own people; and we are not told anything negative about this worshipper of foreign gods. Who knows what influence Joseph’s faith in God may have had on her?
How much grain was stored in the seven years of plenty? Apparently a lot, since all of the peoples in the known trading world of the time were able to buy sufficient grain during all seven famine years—years during which the granaries would not have been refilled. Grain piles like those across the Midwest in a bumper crop year must have dotted Egypt. God had blessed the nation because of His love for Joseph and the people of His covenant.
